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Dear Sir: 



June 6, 2007 



COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

On page 2 of the Notice of Allowability dated April 1 1 , 2007, the Examiner 
commented in the first paragraph under the heading "Reasons for Allowance" that "[t]he 
prior art of record does not disclose or suggest a process for producing liquid 
hydrocarbon from gaseous alkane wherein the catalyst consisting essentially of a 
synthetic crystalline alumino-silicate catalyst." A similar limitation appears only in 
independent claim 1 of the captioned application as presently written, to wit "reacting 
said alkyl bromides in the presence of said hydrobromic acid and a catalyst consisting 
essentially of a synthetic crystalline alumino-silicate catalyst and at a temperature 
sufficient to form higher molecular weight hydrocarbons and additional hydrobromic 
acid." 

Further, the Examiner noted in the first paragraph on page 2 of the Notice of 
Allowability under the heading "Reasons for Allowance" that "[a]lso the prior art or 
record does not disclose or suggest a step of removing hydrobromic acid from higher 
molecular weight hydrocarbons by using water." A similar limitation appears only in 
independent claim 18 of the captioned application as presently written which relates to a 
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process for converting gaseous lower molecular weight aikanes to liquid hydrocarbons. 

Neither of the limitations set forth in the first paragraph on page 2 of the Notice of 
Allowability under the heading "Reasons for Allowance" and separately discussed 
above with respect to independent claims 1 and 1 8 are recited in independent claim 29 
as presently written. 
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